
unjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar paid surprise visits to 
far-�ung areas of the province on the �rst day of Ramzan and 
inspected several Ramzan bazars.

He inspected Ramzan bazaar on the border, tehsil of Sadiqabad and 
arrangements made for providing relief upon reaching Ramzan bazaar 
set up at Askari Park. He visited di�erent stalls and talked to the 
consumers who appreciated the provision of daily-use items at 
subsidized rates.

The Chief Minister emphasized that the sole purpose of colossal 
Ramzan package is to provide relief to the common man and the whole 
government machinery is fully active in this regard. “I am personally 
visiting Ramzan bazars to review the ground realities and the 
government has saved a sum of PKR 2 billion by avoiding exhibitory 
steps.” 

After his return 
from Sadiqabad, 
the Chief Minister 
visited the 
s u b s i d i z e d 
Ramzan bazaar in 
Rahim Yar Khan 
and appreciated 
setting up of the 
�rst-aid camp. The 
Chief Minister 
checked the 
quality of pulses 
and other items at 
di�erent stalls and 
while talking to media said that the bene�ts of subsidy will be 
transferred to the people. Later, Sardar Usman Buzdar reached the 
subsidized bazaar in Bahawalpur and inspected the availability of 
daily-use items. He checked the rates and quality of the food items and 
informed the buyers that no restriction of CNIC is imposed for purchase 
in Ramzan bazars. He said that availability of sugar should be ensured in 
the subsidized Ramzan bazars and an immediate action will be taken 
upon receiving any complaint.

Attached Organizations Companies

Punjab Board of Investment and Trade 
(PBIT): PBIT is the investment promotion 
agency  (IPA) of the  Government of Punjab. 
http://www.pbit.gop.pk/

Punjab Industrial Estates Development and 
Management Company (PIEDMC) 
PIEDMC is an industrial estate development 
and management company. 
http://pie.com.pk/

Faisalabad Industrial Estate Development 
and Management Company (FIEDMC) 
FIEDMC is an industrial estate development 
and management company exclusively for 
Faisalabad. http://www.�edmc.com.pk/
Punjab Model Bazaars Management 
Company (PMBMC) 
PMBMC is a company to provide relief to 
general public by providing essential items on 
a�ordable prices less than open market. 
http://www.mb.punjab.gov.pk/

Attached Departments

Directorate General Industries, 
Prices, Weights & Measures Punjab: 
The �eld arm deals with registration of 
companies; regulation of industrial location 
policy; land acquisition for industries; 
monitoring of boilers and pressure vessels, 
petrol pumps, weights & measures; and prices 
of essential commodities.
https://doi.punjab.gov.pk/

Directorate of Consumer Protection 
Council (CPC) 
The Directorate protects consumer rights. 
https://pcpc.punjab.gov.pk/

Controller, Printing & Stationery Press, 
Punjab
CPSP is a printing facility to ful�ll the printing 
requirements of all Government Departments. 
Autonomous Bodies
Punjab Small Industries Corporation 
(PSIC) 

PSIC  supports SME development. 
http://www.psic.gop.pk/

Punjab Board of Technical Education (PBTE)
A corporate body to control, develop and 
regulate technical, commercial & vocational 
education and training. 
http://www.pbte.edu.pk/

Special Institutions
Technical Education and Vocational 
Training Authority (TEVTA) 
Facility to provide technical education and 
vocational training. 
http://www.tevta.gop.pk/SPECIAL 
PROJECTS/UNITS

Punjab Skills Development Project (PSDP)
https://psdp.punjab.gov.pk/
Cluster Development Initiatives Project
The purpose of CDI is to create an enabling 
environment for growth and prosperity of 
industries through key cluster development in 
Punjab.
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VICE PRESIDENT OF CHINA VISITS 
HAIER RUBA ECONOMIC ZONE

inister ICI&SDD checked the 
availability, quality, prices, weight 
and measures and arrangements 

in various Ramzan bazars in Lahore. Talking 
on the occasion, Provincial Minister Mian 
Aslam Iqbal said that on the direction of Chief 

Minister Punjab, Provincial Ministers, 
Advisors, Special Assistants, MPAs, 
Administrative Secretaries and district 

administration are in the �eld for monitoring 
Ramzan bazars and this will continue till the 
last fast. He said that Punjab Government is 

spending billions of rupees on providing 
quality edible items to the citizens on 
subsidized rates during the holy month of 
Ramzan. The minister said the government 
had also developed a mobile phone 
application (app) for prices through which 
consumers could lodge a complaint and it 
would be addressed within two hours. He 
visited Islampura, Sabzazar Mian Plaza Johar 
Town, Shadbagh and China Scheme areas 
among others and checked the prices and 
availability of essential items. Secretary 
ICI&SDD Tahir Khurshid, DG IPWM and 
o�cers of District Administration 
accompanied the Provincial Minister.    

PROVINCIAL MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES & TRADE MIAN ASLAM IQBAL 
MONITORS VARIOUS RAMZAN BAZARS

rovincial Minister for Industry Mian Aslam Iqbal made special 
request to the Federal Adviser on Commerce & Industry and 
helped arrange a meeting of the Al Futtaim Group in Islamabad 

on 23rd May 2019 to facilitate them for establishing Renault car plant at 
M-3 special economic zone (SEZ) in Faisalabad Industrial Estate 
Development and Management Company (FIEDMC)Faisalabad. This 
advocacy measure by the provincial minister was undertaken in a bid 
to safeguard foreign investment by Al Futtaim-Renault worth USD 165 
million.

The meetings, held at the Board of Investment (BoI) and Ministry of 
Commerce, discussed matters related to issues hindering the invest-
ment. Adviser to Prime Minister on Commerce and Industry Abdul 
Razak Dawood assured full cooperation and support to Al Futtaim in 
resolving various issues regarding its investment in Pakistan.

Al Futtaim has already acquired 67 acres of land at the M-3 industrial 
city SEZ in Faisalabad. However, the project was held up owing to 
delayin extension of SEZ and auto policy timelines by the Federal 
Government. The investors are now seeking an extension till 2023 in 
auto policy which expires in 2021 and an extension of 10-year tax 
holiday under the SEZ incentives.

The meeting was attended by Chairman FIEDMC Kashif Ashfaq, CEO 
FIEDMC Aamer Saleemi, CEO Al Futtaim Automotive Pakistan Ltd 
Shahid Hussain and CFO Al Futtaim Group Dubai, Ihtasham Malik.

hinese Vice President (VP) Wang Qishan and Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar 
visited the Haier-Ruba Economic Zone in Lahore on 27th May 2019. The Vice President was 
accompanied by the Chief Minster, Punjab Mr. Usman Buzdar. Provincial Ministers for 

Industry Mian Aslam Iqbal and Finance Hashim Jawan Bakht, and Secretary Industries Commerce 
Investment & Skills Development Department were also present at the occasion.

Chinese Vice President 
Wang Qishan was 
briefed about the  
performance and the 
new products of Haier 
Company. Chinese Vice 
President lauded the 
performance of 

Haier-Ruba Economic Zone, which is hailed as the most successful model of industrial and 
economic cooperation between Chinese companies and Pakistani entrepreneurs. The zone has a 
1.6-million unit per annum designed capacity to manufacture, assemble and produce high end 
home appliances and electronics. It has created jobs for several thousand professionals, skilled 
and non-skilled workers in Pakistan and has given Pakistan a high-quality manufacturing base for 
home appliances and consumer electronics with export potential, and most importantly given it 
access to R&D and technology transfer.

Speaking at the occasion, Sardar Usman Buzdar said that the Punjab government is striving for the 
promotion of the industrial sector through the new industrial policy and a number of facilities 
have been provided to the investors in Punjab. He said that Chinese investment in the industrial 
sector is praise worthy, adding that the Chinese investors will be provided with every possible 
facilitation in Punjab. 
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MINISTER INDUSTRIES PUNJAB 
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Industries, Commerce, Investment and Skills Development Department 
o�ers a broad range of services to its stakeholders. These encompass, 
trade and investment facilitation, consumer protection, price regulation, 
industrial estates management and SME development. 

OUR
SERVICES

hinese Ambassador to Pakistan H.E Mr. 
Yao Jing visited Punjab Board of 
Investment and Trade, where he held a 

meeting with Minister Industries, Commerce, 
Investment and Skill Development (ICI&SD), 
Mian Aslam Iqbal. Major areas of mutual 
collaboration including development and 

colonization of the prioritized special 
economic zone in Faisalabad under CPEC, 
Agriculture, Livestock, Tourism, Technical and 
Vocational Skills were discussed. Secretary 
Industry, Chairman PIEDMC and CEO PBIT were 
also present. 
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MINISTER FOR 
INDUSTRY

DIVISION TOTAL
Gujranwala 2,655,598
Multan 1,749,211
Rawalpindi 1,737,324
Lahore 4,505,019
Sahiwal 923,115
Bahawalpur 1,073,860
D.G.Khan 1,102,361
Sargodha 1,245,866
Faisalabad 2,091,796
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icro, small and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) across the globe play a signi�cant 
role in economic and social development of a 
country through entrepreneurship and 
employment generation.

Pakistan is no exception, where SMEs 
comprise nearly 90% of all enterprises and 
employ around 80% of the non-agricultural 
labour force. The share of SMEs in 
annual gross domestic product (GDP) is 

approximately 40% and they contribute 
almost 25% to total export earnings. For 
Punjab, MSMEs are even more important as 
their share in provincial economy is more 
than at the national level. Almost 90% of the 
national MSMEs are housed in Punjab.

The growth of MSMEs is, therefore, a 
necessary condition for Punjab to achieve 7% 
growth target and to be able to create 1.2 
million jobs annually to accommodate youth 
of the country, as outlined in the recently 
approved Punjab Growth Strategy 2023 by 
the Punjab Government. Even with a 
signi�cantly high contribution from the 
sector, most of the MSMEs in Punjab are 
structurally locked in a low productivity trap, 
largely dependent on labour-intensive 
factors of production with minimal use of 
innovation and in desperate need of 
technology upgrading to steer 

competitiveness.

MSMEs in Pakistan have seen a sti�ed 
performance, the main factors hampering 
these enterprises include limited access to 
institutional �nance for MSME development, 
weak organizational structures, disincentive 
to grow, inadequate and expensive access to 
utilities, variable and unreliable quality of raw 
material available locally, little or no 
investment in technology and human 
resources development.

Provincial and federal governments have 
taken several initiatives to improve support 
drivers and legal framework for the sector. 
These broadly include provision of business 
development services, cluster development 
programs and creation of credit bureaus to 
facilitate small �rms in acquiring funds while 
reducing credit default risks for banks. The 
Cluster Development Initiative (CDI) and the 

HARNESSING PUNJAB’S
MSME POTENTIAL 

he Chief Minister after inspection of 
Ramzan Bazars in Bhakkar and 
Khushab, also went to Faisalabad, 

where he visited the o�ce of the Faisalabad 
Industrial Estate Development and Manage-
ment Company (FIEDMC) and held a meeting 
with the o�ce-bearers of the Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, traders 

and industrialists 
who apprised him 

of their propos-
als and 

problems.

The Chief 
Minister assured them of due consideration 
and added that proposals of dualisation of 
Chiniot Road would be reviewed. The Rescue 
1122 service would be made functional in M3 
Industrial Estate of FIEDMC  soon and a police 
post would be given the status of a police 
station, he said.
Speaking to the media at the FIC and Circuit 

House, the Chief Minister assured that 
development funds would be provided on a 
priority basis for the development of the city 
and said a detailed visit would be made after 
Eid. 

CHIEF MINISTER PUNJAB VISITS 
FIASALABAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE DEVELOP-
MENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY

loan schemes by PSIC are few examples of 
current meaningful support programs. 
However, despite such measures, the MSME 
sector in Punjab is still performing much 
below its actual potential.

Notwithstanding the challenges faced by the 
sector, some exceptional industries have 
demonstrated resilience and registered 
exceptional growth. These include the sports 
goods industry, surgical instruments sector 
and hospitality industry. The fact that Pakistan 
continues to be the o�cial football supplier 
Punjab/for the FIFA World Cup and is the 
production hub of quality surgical 
instruments supports this claim.

Performing enterprises in these sectors have 
been able to produce better quality products 
through a relatively more e�cient use of 
inputs, better use of technology, employment 
of skilled labour and e�ective marketing. 
Business approaches and strategies adopted 
by such �rms in a corrosive environment with 
potential for future growth can serve as 
blueprints for similar enterprises.

In 2002, there were 2.95 million industrial 
establishments and 589,241 manufacturing 
establishments in Pakistan. In contrast, in 
1988 there were 2.02 million industrial 
establishments and 290,073 manufacturing 
establishments. A comparison indicates that 
industrial establishments with less than 100 
employees increased 55% over the period. 
Census data for 2017 is still not out, but a 
similar growth trend is expected, making the 
sector a key provider of youth employment.

Basic drivers of MSME sector growth and 
productivity are creation of capital assets – i.e. 
investment – and the e�ciency with which 
these assets are used. The incentive to invest 
and achievement of economic e�ciency 
require a number of conditions.

Fore mostly rapid MSME development cannot 
be sustained in the absence of a secure law 
and order condition. The Federal Government 
and the Punjab Government both have done 
a lot to improve the security situation. There 
needs to be a sustained e�ort to maintain this.

Secondly, successful SME development 
requires a stable macroeconomic 
environment. Without this, it becomes 
increasingly problematic for businesses to 
assess future costs and returns, and therefore, 
take a reasonably �rm view of expected future 
pro�ts. Since business investment depends to 
a large extent on expectations of future 
pro�ts, any uneasiness concerning them is 
likely to result in scaling back of investment 
plans.

Thirdly, development of the sector requires a 
transparent and e�ective system of economic 
governance. Such a system will secure 
property rights and promote e�ective 
compliance with contractual obligations, 
create an environment of open and fair 
competition that will minimize costs and 
establish an e�cient mechanism for 
adjudicating and resolving commercial 
disputes. Businesses should have trust in the 

system for quick and fair decisions on disputes 
and there should be little cost of engaging 
with the government.

Fourthly, increasing the sector’s productivity 
requires e�cient factor markets – land, labour 
and capital – so that factors of production can 
move easily and at low cost from areas of low 
productivity to where they are most in 
demand. Factor markets in Punjab/Pakistan 
still have a substantial degree of rigidity and 
uncertainty.

Thus, for example, many studies have pointed 
to inadequacies in the system of registering 
land transactions and the consequent 
uncertainty that is created over property 
rights. LRMIS in Punjab is a big success for 
agriculture property, but urban property is 
still problematic.

Uncertain property rights, in turn, mean it can 
be di�cult to use such assets as collateral or, if 
they are accepted, it is frequently for a value 
substantially less than their market price.

Similarly, Punjab’s labour market must be 
made more �exible by addressing issues of 
restrictive regulations relating to overtime 
conditions, length of temporary contracts, 
retrenchment procedures, etc. Moreover, 
businessmen still complain of intrusive and 
uncoordinated inspections by di�erent 
authorities that disrupt production. 

As a result of the several restrictive measures 
and discretionary approach of di�erent 
authorities, many, if not most, �rms are known 
to circumvent labour laws to some degree. 
Labour mobility and information gaps in the 
skills sector are a major issue. For instance, 
Sialkot has jobs but not enough youth is 
participating in the labour market.

Credit markets have failed to provide 
adequate and suitable �nance to the MSME 

sector. Despite States Bank’s 2017 Policy and 
announcement to increase SME credit for PKR 
400 billion to PKR 1.8 trillion MSMEs are yet to 
bene�t. MSMEs credit market su�ers from 
deep asymmetric information and with low 
capacities to develop appropriate paperwork, 
banks do not �nd it pro�table to lend to this 
segment. Some issues relating to the 
de�nition of SMEs also provide ways to 
commercial banks to target preferred 
clientele depriving the broader sector. 

Lastly, one must not forget the hardware 
issues. Successful private sector development 
requires adequate infrastructure, especially in 
the form of energy supply, utilities and 
transport logistics.

These factors help a �rm to minimize costs 
and remain competitive, and are especially 
important for international competitiveness.

Given the importance of the sector, the 
Planning and Development Department, 
Government of Punjab has identi�ed MSMEs 
as a key area of comparative advantage for the 
Punjab. The Industries Department realizing 
the growth and employment potential of the 
sector is preparing �rst ever Punjab MSME 
Action Strategy and additionally it plans to 
introduce smart regulations and Inspection 
Free Regime which may facilitate MSME 
growth.

Major thrust of the planned MSME strategy 
will rest on the �ve critical pillars stated above. 
The ICI&SD department, with its proactive 
approach, is working for developing the 
strategy so it can present a well-designed 
economic agenda for the new government 
and they have strong program designs to 
meet current social and economic challenges. 
Moreover, the strategy will be inline with 
upcoming Federal Government SME Policy 
2019.

hief Minister Usman Buzdar on 14th 
May 2019 visited three districts to 
inspect the Ramzan bazars, hospitals 

and other places and said he was there to “see 
ground realities” by visiting the most 
backward areas of the province.
The Chief Minister went to Noorpur Thal 
(Khushab), Mankera tehsil (Bhakkar) and 
Faisalabad. At Noorpur Thal, he went to a 
Ramzan bazaar to check the rates and quality 
of daily use items besides visiting the stalls of 
subsidised sugar and �our. Secretary ICI&SDD 

briefed CM Punjab about the 
commodities provided on 

subsidized rates for the relief of 
masses

The Chief Minister also talked 
to the visitors and inquired 
about the rates and quality 

of food items.
Mr Buzdar said: “Ramzan bazars are 
established to provide relief to people and I 
would remain in contact with the people 
directly to know their problems. A huge �scal 
package has been given for public relief and 
action will be taken against those trying to 
create arti�cial price-hike.”
From Noorpur Thal, he went to Mankera tehsil 
of Bhakkar and immediately visited the 
Ramzan Bazaar there as well.

CHIEF MINISTER PUNJAB 
INSPECTS RAMZAN BAZARS 
IN KHUSHAAB AND BHAKKAR
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PUNJAB GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES
MSME SUPPORT INITIATIVES OF ICI&SD DEPARTMENT

Punjab Small Industries Corporation (PSIC) has developed 3 focused 
interventions for growth of MSMEs in Punjab

*Against one SME, 15 jobs have been worked out

Initiatives
Funds

Allocated
(Rs in Billion)

SMEs
Supported Job Creation

Progressing  Punjab by
entrepreneurial development

of SMEs

Developing SME Sector through 
loan mark up support program

Credit Guarantee Scheme for
Development and promotion of 

SME in Punjab

Total

6 30,000 450,000

3 7,475 112,125

2.5 6,250 93,750

11.5 43,725 655,875


